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Rethinking the Multilateral Trading System
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On Wednesday, December 13, 2017, the government of Argentina and the Inter-
American Development Bank’s Institute for the Integration of Latin America and
the Caribbean (INTAL/IDB) held the Think Conference MCII: Thinking about 21st-
Century Global Governance of International Trade. The event was part of the
official activities organized around the 11th WTO Ministerial Conference, which
was held in Buenos Aires between December 10 and 13. This review summarizes
the main points of the presentations given at the two plenary sessions and a
selection of the ideas that were discussed at the seven roundtables or expressed
in the 24 research documents (see event agenda).

The Think Conference was officially opened by Argentina’s minister of
production, Francisco Cabrera, and INTAL director Gustavo Beliz. Those present
included authorities from the World Bank, the International Trade Centre, the
European Commission, the European Parliament, the ICBC Foundation, and
researchers into issues related to international trade from major academic
institutions such as Georgetown University, the Graduate Institute in
International and Development Studies in Geneva, New York University, Harvard
University, the London School of Economics, the Getulio Vargas Foundation, the
European University Institute, the University of San Andrés, and the University
of Buenos Aires. Specialists from private organizations such as the International
Network for Small and Medium Enterprises, the Association of German
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Chambers of Industry and Commerce and the Southern Producers Group also
took part.

During his words of welcome, Mr. Cabrera said that the event would contribute
to “developing our communities” and went on to highlight three main ideas in
this regard. INTAL/IDB director Gustavo Beliz then described the gathering as
a source of inspiration for thinking up “a better roadmap in the coming months.”
Mr. Beliz highlighted the need to create a more inclusive multilateral trading
system, one that considers the technological changes that we are witnessing
and the risks and opportunities that these bring.

The authors of the original research studies selected for inclusion by the jury
presented their own work and discussed the governance of the multilateral
trading system, the future of the negotiation agenda, e-commerce, trade
facilitation, and global value chains in the context of the digital revolution.

All the presentations and interviews from the event are available at: http://intal-
lab.iadb.org/thinktrack/
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Meeting of COSIPLAN Ministers: A Commitment to
Connecting South America

On December 7, 2017, the 7th Ordinary Meeting of COSIPLAN Ministers (link in
Spanish) took place at the Palacio San Martin, the ceremonial headquarters for
the Republic of Argentina’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The event was opened
by Rogelio Frigerio, Argentina’s minister of the interior, public works, and
housing (link in Spanish); Jorge Faurie, Argentina’s minister of foreign relations
and worship; and Guillermo Dietrich, Argentina’s minister of transportation (link
in Spanish).

The meeting was also attended by high-ranking officials from other countries in
South America, the |IDB, CAF, and FONPLATA (link in Spanish), which are part
of the COSIPLAN Technical Coordination Committee (CCT). INTAL co-
organized and took part in this major event in its role as the Technical Secretariat
for the CCT.
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Revolution 4.0, Businesses, and New Technologies

On November 27 and 28, 2017, the year of its 130th anniversary, the Argentine
Industrial Union (UIA) held its traditional annual conference, which focused on
the opportunities and challenges that the fourth industrial revolution has
brought. The event was attended by over 1,500 people and included
presentations from major figures from the public and private sectors. They
addressed issues that included paradigm shifts in the age of digitalization, the
strategies that Argentina could adopt to move toward a smart form of
international integration, the role of education and the skills that workers need
to develop to take part in industry 4.0, social dialogue as a vehicle for consensus,
the main vectors for competitiveness 4.0, the role of the state in this new era,
and promotion policies to develop this new industry.

At the event, INTAL/IDB director Gustavo Beliz shared the main findings from
studies that INTAL has carried out. The first report, “Robotlution,” concludes
that there is a need to rethink the socio-technological contract in Latin America.
Mr. Beliz underlined the nondeterministic nature of privatization and called on
those present to “fast-track the outcomes for the socio-productive matrix.” He
also stressed that “we shouldn’t be looking at this from a techno-utopian
perspective or from a techno-skeptical one,” arguing that “robotization is going
to destroy some jobs, create other new ones, and displace existing ones.” The
second study that Mr. Beliz referred to, “Millennial Beats,” analyzes how
millennials in Argentina use digital technology and the social divides that
digitalization has brought.




