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Exponential Academia is a series of free conferences for young people and educators that seeks 
to be a source of inspiration and raise awareness about the potential of new technologies.  

 

The first conference took place from Tuesday, February 27 to Thursday, March 1, 2018, in the C3 
auditorium at Argentina’s Ministry of Science, Technology, and Productive Innovation. The event 
was organized by the entrepreneur Ignacio Peña, the creative mind behind Surfing Tsunamis, and 
received support from INTAL/IDB and other institutions. It included presentations from leading 
global experts who discussed the current state of affairs and what the future holds for virtual 
reality, neuroscience, 3D printing, renewable energy, block chain, bitcoin, and bio- and 
nanotechnology.  

During the opening session, Argentina’s minister of science, technology, and productive 
innovation, Lino Barañao, mentioned the huge volumes of data that need to be handled today. 
“From the dawn of humanity up to 2003, 5 exabytes of data were produced. By 2013, 5 exabytes 
were being produced every 10 minutes,” he remarked. These vast quantities mean that the hard 
thing today is not obtaining information but understanding how to navigate this sea of 
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knowledge. Mr. Barañao argued that the future is all about “being curious and aware of what you 
don’t know.”  

Likewise, INTAL/IDB director Gustavo Beliz spoke about the challenges and opportunities that the 
future of employment, the automation of jobs, and industry 4.0 will bring: “robots will replace 
jobs, destroy jobs, and create new jobs. The question is how we interact with them, a process we 
call cobotization.” 

Blockchain, the technological infrastructure that underlies transactions using virtual currencies 
like Bitcoin or Ethereum, has proved that it can be used for purposes beyond digital financial 
exchanges because it is secure, transparent, traceable, and can help bring down costs and 
decentralize operations. Development has since started on projects exploring the use of 
blockchain in different spheres. 

Interest in using this technology for nonmonetary purposes is growing, although it is still early in 
the game. There are new start-ups, pilot projects, and proofs of concept in activities related to 
health, nutrition, record-keeping, intellectual property and contracts, logistics, finance, and 
electronic government. What challenges might be posed by the global adoption of this 
technology? How might widespread use of blockchain affect trade flows and global value chains? 
How far does it accelerate innovation processes? What are the applications that currently have 
the most potential? 

Time is of the essence in international trade. Cumbersome bureaucratic processes are often a 
significant barrier, especially in a world of relatively low tariffs and just-in-time business models. 
For this reason, trade facilitation has become a key part of any commercial integration strategy. 
This is especially true in Latin America and the Caribbean (LAC), where natural barriers are high, 
participation in global value chains is low, and SMEs are not significant exporters. Given these 
challenges, new technologies hold enormous potential in the region. 

There has been great progress on the facilitation agenda in LAC in recent years. In fact, according 
to a recent United Nations report, of all the world’s developing regions, LAC has the most 
advanced trade agenda. 

Regional government procurement may constitute a key element in productive development 
policies and other measures to bolster the MERCOSUR’s competitiveness. The bloc needs to take 
an appropriate approach if it is to stay abreast of the technological revolution currently sweeping 
the global economy. The application of technologies with exponential effects on productivity and 
trade—such as IT, robotics, and artificial intelligence—are bringing about great changes in 
production, trade, and the way people work and interact. These technologies defines the leading 
edge of competitiveness in global trade, so their use is an essential item on the regional agenda, 
even within government procurement. The MERCOSUR is well aware of this: it first began to pay 

http://www.unescap.org/resources/trade-facilitation-and-paperless-trade-implementation-global-reports-2017
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serious attention to issues on the digital agenda as early as 2004–2006, following the passing of 
a series of state-of-the-art standards. However, this initiative came to a standstill in 2010 when 
Working Subgroup no. 13, which focused on these issues, stopped meeting (link in Spanish). Work 
resumed in 2017, on the initiative of Argentina, which then held the pro-tempore presidency of 
the bloc, and continued when Brazil took over this responsibility. In December 2017, the Common 
Market Council ruled to create the Digital Agenda Group (GAD), whose aim is to draft a digital 
agenda for the MERCOSUR. 

Argentina was one of the centers for the Women in Data Science (WiDS) event, a conference 
which Stanford University has been organizing since 2015 and which took place March 5, 2018, 
at over 100 locations worldwide. The School of Engineering at the University of Buenos Aires 
hosted women scientists, educators, researchers, government officials, and private-sector 
specialists who gave technical and general interest presentations on tools, methods, application 
fields, job opportunities, and training programs related to information technology and data 
science. The WiDS conference, which was sponsored by INTAL/IDB and La Nación newspaper, 
aims to “inspire and educate data scientists worldwide, regardless of gender, and support women 
in the field.” “The aim of this event is to share our data science experience,” said Momi Peralta 
Ramos, head of the data team at La Nación, as she opened proceedings. 

The COSIPLAN Project Information System (SIP) enables users to consult and download official, 
up-to-date information on the region’s infrastructure projects. Through the SIP, users can explore 
562 transportation, energy, and communications projects in 12 countries in South America. The 
SIP is a free, online system that has been designed for government officials, students, and 
researchers who need to access detailed information on the infrastructure projects that are being 
developed in the region. Through the site, users can conduct customized searches to create 
reports using different criteria, which they can then download in Spanish, English, or Portuguese. 
For example, they can find out about the exact locations of projects, plan and analyze 
investments, or check the status of each project. 

Bolivia and Peru are working to organize and streamline cross-border transit at the main border 
between the two countries with the new Binational Border Service Center (CEBAF) at 
Desaguadero. The new building includes all the latest technology and unified procedures for 
controlling passenger and freight movements across the border. The use of single checkpoint on 
the Peruvian side will speed up formalities and cut down significantly on waiting times. The 
complex was built on a seven-hectare site near the Puente Nuevo international bridge and 
includes two buildings where Peruvian and Bolivian authorities carry out their work in tandem. 

 

https://publications.iadb.org/handle/11319/8781
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FOR MORE NEWS ON INTEGRATION IN LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN, 

SEE THE FULL VERSION (IN SPANISH) OF THE LATEST  
conexionintal.iadb.org    

 
 
 
 

http://conexionintal.iadb.org/

